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LEAVES ALUMINIUM IN LIMBO: 

EUROPE ONLY HAS WEEKS TO GET THIS RIGHT 
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The EU–US trade deal marks a political milestone, but for aluminium, it leaves the sector in a state of uncertainty with key 

challenges still unresolved. 

It is encouraging to see both the EU and the US acknowledge “the common external challenge of global overcapacity”, 

which continues to threaten the future of Europe’s aluminium industry. The commitment to ensure fair global competition 

is also a welcome signal.  

However, President von der Leyen’s statement on the deal refers to reducing tariffs and introducing a quota system for 

steel and aluminium, but it is still not clear how or when this will be implemented. We urge the European Commission to 

provide clarity on what has concretely been agreed for aluminium and when it will take effect. 

Meanwhile, the current tariff system continues to create a harmful arbitrage. Aluminium scrap, which falls under the 15 

percent tariff, can still be exported to the US at a much lower rate than primary and semi-fabricated products. This adds 

to the already record-level outflow of aluminium scrap to other regions. The EU’s main export destinations for aluminium 

scrap — India, Malaysia, Indonesia, and China — have all implemented various export restrictions, placing EU recyclers at 

a global disadvantage. 

We only have weeks to get this right. The EU must take responsibility. To correct these distorted market conditions, a 

horizontal export measure on aluminium scrap — erga omnes — is urgently needed. Such a measure would restore 

balance in the scrap market, improve access to domestic secondary raw materials, and ensure that market forces — not 

foreign trade distortions — determine where scrap flows. This is not about protectionism. It is about responding to unfair 

trade practices in third countries and safeguarding Europe’s ability to build a low-carbon, circular, and resilient industrial 

base. 

We look forward to a clear decision by the European Commission in September in favour of an erga omnes export 

measure on aluminium scrap. 
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