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European Aluminium welcomes the opportunity to provide feedback on the draft guidelines for 

strategic projects under the Net-Zero Industry Act (NZIA). While we recognize the importance of 

establishing clear and uniform conditions for project selection, we believe the current guidelines 

should better reflect the strategic role of aluminium in achieving the EU’s net-zero objectives. 

The guidelines must explicitly recognize that strategic projects for aluminium can fall into two key 

categories: 

1. Transformative industrial decarbonization projects – projects that reduce emissions across 

the entire aluminium value chain and contribute to the EU’s climate goals. 

2. Manufacturing capacity for aluminium components used in net-zero technologies – such as 

inverters for solar panels, blades, and nacelles for wind turbines. 

 

Supply Chain Resilience: The EU remains highly dependent on imports of aluminium, with third 

countries supplying a significant share of primary and processed aluminium products. The 50% import 

dependency threshold outlined in Article 13(1)(a)(i) of the Regulation is particularly relevant for 

aluminium, as the sector faces structural supply risks due to global market distortions and high energy 

costs in Europe. Given these vulnerabilities, we urge the Commission to: 

• Ensure that projects increasing European manufacturing capacities of aluminium components 

qualify under the import dependency criterion, reinforcing the need for a stable and 

competitive domestic supply. 

• Consider trade distortions and supply chain risks when assessing resilience, ensuring European 

production is not undermined by unfair competition. 

 

Emission Reduction Goals: We welcome the inclusion of sustainability criteria under Article 13(1)(c), 

emphasizing the need for projects to demonstrate significant and permanent reductions in CO2-

equivalent (CO2-eq) emissions. The aluminium industry has already made major progress through 
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various decarbonisation projects, such as technological innovation, increased recycling, and 

electrification of primary production. The guidelines should explicitly recognize: 

• That low-carbon European aluminium production replacing high-carbon imports contributes 

to net emissions reductions and prevents carbon leakage. 

• How projects will be assessed to ensure emissions are not simply shifted elsewhere, but 

instead lead to real, measurable CO2 reductions. 

 

Strategic Manufacturing Capacity: The provision allowing projects to qualify as “significant” where 

the EU’s current production capacity for a final product, component, or machinery used in net-zero 

technologies is below the 40% benchmark (Article 5(1)(a)) is particularly relevant for our sector. Many 

critical aluminium components—used in solar panels, wind turbines, batteries, and electric vehicles—

face production gaps that risk undermining Europe’s clean energy ambitions. To strengthen the 

resilience of net-zero supply chains, we urge the Commission to: 

• Ensure aluminium products essential to net-zero technologies are explicitly considered under 

this provision. 

• Recognize the role of domestic aluminium production in closing capacity gaps and reducing 

reliance on imports. 

 

Aluminium plays a crucial role in achieving net-zero objectives, and the guidelines should reflect its 

strategic importance by ensuring fair consideration under the criteria for emissions reduction, import 

dependency, and manufacturing capacity. We appreciate the Commission’s work in defining these 

guidelines and look forward to further engagement to ensure that the NZIA effectively supports the 

EU’s strategic autonomy in net-zero technologies. 
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