
 

 

European aluminium industry on track with its  
comprehensive sustainability transition   

Brussels, 25 January 2021 – European Aluminium, the voice of the European aluminium 
value chain, published today the outcome of the mid-term review of the sector’s  
Sustainability Roadmap Towards 2025. Highlighting the relevance of continuous 
improvement, innovation and cross-industry initiatives, the mid-term review generated 
new industry commitments and paved the way for the region’s common understanding of  
‘sustainable aluminium’.  

Since the launch of its Sustainability Roadmap Towards 2025 in 2015, the European aluminium industry has made 
significant progress against the Roadmap’s objectives in the areas of responsible production, innovative applications 
and socio-economic contribution.  
 
Considering the evolution of sustainability matters over the past years, the mid-term review of the Roadmap identified 
the next steps and tools to help reach the industry’s sustainability objectives and further increase ambitions. Building 
upon its existing objectives and looking beyond 2025, the industry confirmed its commitment to achieving climate 
neutrality by 2050 by stepping up its climate protection objective: 
 
“The European aluminium industry is a key enabler of Europe’s green transition and an active contributor to the welfare 
of our planet and people. We were one of the first industries to launch a joint sustainability roadmap and we are 
committed to continuing to lead the transition to a responsible and green industry. To that end, climate neutrality has 
received particular attention in the review of our 2015-established Roadmap,” says Gerd Götz, Director General of 
European Aluminium. 
 
To reach its objective of climate neutrality by 2050, European Aluminium will focus on developing pathways for 
electricity decarbonisation, reducing direct emissions, and maximising recycling as well as creating the conditions for 
circularity. European Aluminium will work with energy operators, policy makers and other stakeholders to establish an 
enabling legislative and funding framework that will help translate these pathways into concrete actions.   
 
As part of its mid-term review, the industry has also worked towards a ‘sustainable aluminium’ definition. Sustainable 
aluminium refers to aluminium produced with rigorous processes that respect high environmental, social and 
governance (ESG) standards considering all steps of the aluminium value chain, from sourcing raw materials to 
managing end-of-life products.  
 
“The European aluminium industry has always taken a holistic approach towards sustainability. Sustainability is about 
far more than reducing emissions and preserving the environment; it’s also about the positive impact we can make on 
our employees, local communities, the economy, and society. As sustainability leaders, we are committed to sharing 
best practices and our understanding of sustainable aluminium production. To this end, we look forward to contributing 
to the Global Arrangement on Sustainable Steel and Aluminium led by the EU and US,” comments Götz.  
 
 
 
 
 

https://european-aluminium.eu/media/3252/european-aluminium-industry_sustainability-roadmap-towards-2025.pdf
https://european-aluminium.eu/media/3429/2022-01-25-european-aluminium_sustainability-mid-term-review.pdf


 

  
European Aluminium, founded in 1981 and based in Brussels, is the voice of the aluminium industry in Europe. We actively engage with decision makers and the 

wider stakeholder community to promote the outstanding properties of aluminium, secure growth and optimise the contribution our metal can make to meeting 

Europe’s sustainability challenges. Through environmental and technical expertise, economic and statistical analysis, scientific research, education and sharing of 

best practices, public affairs and communication activities, European Aluminium promotes the use of aluminium as a material with permanent properties that is 

part of the solution to achieving sustainable goals, while maintaining and improving the image of the industry, of the material and of its applications among their 

stakeholders. Our 95+ members include primary aluminium producers; downstream manufacturers of extruded, rolled and cast aluminium; producers of recycled 

aluminium and national aluminium associations, representing more than 600 plants in 30 European countries. Aluminium products are used in a wide range of 

markets, including automotive, transport, high-tech engineering, building, construction and packaging. 

For further information, please contact: communications@european-aluminium.eu, +32 2 775 63 63 
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European Aluminium has been monitoring the industry’s economic, social, and environmental performance for over 
20 years. The progress towards its Sustainability Roadmap objectives is regularly tracked via a broad set of Sustainable 
Development Indicators (SDIs), using data collected from aluminium companies operating in Europe. European 
Aluminium is committed to transparency and regularly publishes public reports and verified data on its sustainability 
performance. 
 
 
 


